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If these two cities can achieve this without rousing the least
hatred or resentment and without violation of peace to the
slightest extent, we shall have demonstrated effectively how non-
violent non-co-operation should be carried on,
I should like the citizens to assert their independence in other
matters also; however, it is my considered advice to leaders to
move slowly and take every step after careful deliberation.
I hear it said that the citizens have lost heart because of the
suspension of civil disobedience in Bardoli and the loss of control
over the municipalities. If this be so, they have not under-
stood the meaning of non-co-operation nor have they understood
the nature of their own fight. In non-co-operation, resolutions
such as those passed at Bardoli are quite normal. In a great
war, one strategy after another is adopted and abandoned. The
aim behind all is one and the same. It is sometimes as neces-
sary to abandon a strategy as it may have been to adopt it. There
is no room for defeat in a satyagraha struggle, whereas there is every
possibility of one in an ordinary battle; but, even when defeated,
the troops do not lose courage. We Indians have been accused
of being unable to stand a defeat. Defeat in a single battle sees
us running away in confusion. I cherish an earnest hope that
India will give a lie to this accusation. As for the Bardoli resolu-
tions, I do not regard them as signs of our defeat at all. I look
upon them, rather, as sure signs of our regard for truth and our
courage.
Moreover, the struggle in Ahmedabad and Surat is a local
one. It must not be affected by the Bardoli resolutions. Why,
again, should there be any disappointment because of the super-
session of the municipalities ? Our actions were deliberately inten-
ded to bring about this result. The underlying purpose of the
struggle is to see that at every step the Government places itself in
a false position. It is designed to expose its autocratic ways. The
net result of the nomination of committees by it is that the muni-
cipalities of Ahmedabad and Surat are now completely in the
non-co-operation camp. The citizens alone can now check their
advance in that direction. It is true that we have lost con-
trol over a few buildings and other things. What does that matter?
The representatives of the people can meet under a mango tree.
It is not necessary for them to meet in granite buildings for
transacting their business. The new committees cannot insist on
getting the latrines cleaned against the will of the people; nor
on lighting the streets. The citizens can demonstrate within one
week that the committees can do only what they permit them